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ANTIPATHY
THE tragedy of Queen Victoria's relations with Mr.
Gladstone was a tragedy of growth, Time and growth
altered both of them. For with the passage of the years
Mr* Gladstone underwent considerable changes ; and it
was no less evident that time (and Disraeli) changed the
Queen. Such changes are inevitable, and they might
both have aged together without uncomfortable con-
sequences. But unhappily the processes of growth took
them in opposite directions, and they grew away from one
another. As the years went by, Gladstone moved steadily
towards the Left in politics, while by a sad mischance his
sovereign  inclined  towards   the   Right,   Worse  still,
Gladstone did not stop growing.  For while the Queen
retained for life the fixed impression of Disraeli's teaching,
Mr. Gladstone continued to grow visibly more Radical
This obstinate development widened the gulf between
them; and it resulted that the Queen, with her mind
firmly set in the safe principles of Disraelian Conserva-
tism, surveyed his popular vagaries with deepening and
elderly disapproval True, she was ten years his junior;
but Mr, Gladstone was still growing.  He could still
change his mind;  and it was the paradox of his long
career that, as the years passed, he steadily grew younger
than his juniors. He was already younger than the
Queen, enthroned for life among the past glories of
1878; he was far younger than the antique Whiggishness
of Hartington; his search for a democratic settlement
in Ireland would  soon   leave   Chamberlain   behind,
shocked into middle-aged resistance; and as his mind
reached forward towards international peace, he would